The treatment of gastro-duodenal haemorrhage due to peptic ulcer *n young adults is generally accepted to be medical, although in the occasional case surgical treatment is indicated. It is recognised, however, that over the age of 40 years surgical intervention becomes more often necessary, although in still older individuals?<?.<?". over the age of 60?both physician and surgeon, despite a realisation of the need for surgery in certain cases, may hesitate on account of age alone, or associated or suspected disease, to subject these patients to the hazards of a major abdominal operation.
In view of this problem which, on account of the ageing population, is likely to be encountered with increasing frequency, a series of cases was studied to elucidate possible factors influencing the prognosis of gastro-duodenal bleeding in the aged. 
